Exploratory Workshop 

“Trends in Stem Cell Biology and Embryology” 

Wednesday, September 22nd, 2010


	9:30- 11:35


	Session 1: The promise of stem cells 
Moderator: Iacob Checiu

University of Western Timisoara, Timisoara, Romania

Maya Simionescu:

Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology “Nicolae Simionescu”, Bucharest, Romania

Workshop Opening: “The cell: the elementary patient and the therapeutic tool of molecular medicine of the XXI century”

Mihnea Ioan Nicolescu / Catalin Gabriel Manole:

"Victor Babes" National Institute of Pathology, Bucharest, Romania and

Department of Cellular and Molecular Medicine,” Carol Davila” University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Bucharest, Romania

“Telocytes in non-cavitary organs”/ ”The involvement of telocytes in cardiac repair/regeneration after cardiac myocardial infarction”

Horia Maniu:

Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology “Nicolae Simionescu”, Bucharest, Romania

“Challenges in cryopreservation of fetal and adult stem cells”

Dimitry Spitkovsky (funded from “RAMSES” FP7 project, No. 245691):
Institute of Neurophysiology, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany

“Derivation of cardiomyocytes from cryopreserved embryoid bodies”

Felix Mircea Brehar:

“Bagdasar Arseni” Clinical Hospital, Bucharest, Romania
“Infiltrating growing pattern xenografts induced by glioblastoma and anaplastic astrocytoma derived tumor stem cells”



	11:35-12:00
	Coffee Break

	12:00-13:15
	Session 2: Embryology I

Moderator: Octavian Voiculescu

University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom
Ioan Ovidiu Sirbu:

Institute for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Ulm University, Ulm, Germany

“Retinoic acid controls the balance between Wnt-canonical and PCP signaling in mouse embryo neural ectoderm”

Tudor Fulga:

Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA

“Understanding microRNA functions in intact multicellular organisms”

Victor Luria:

Columbia University Medical Center, New York, USA

“Variability and decision-making in the assembly of sensory-motor circuits”

	13:15-14:30 
	Lunch Break

	14:30-16:10
	Session 3: Insights into angiogenesis and vascular regeneration
Moderator: Kurt Pfannkuche

Institute for Neurophysiology, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany
Nicanor Moldovan: 

Davis Heart and Lung Research Institute, Ohio State University, Columbus, USA

“Vascular stem/progenitor cells in peripheral circulation: Detection, characterization and functions”

Mihaela Crisan: 

Erasmus MC Stem Cell Institute, Medical Faculty Rotterdam, Netherlands

“Blood vessel resident stem cells”

Marilena Lupu:

Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology “Nicolae Simionescu”, Bucharest, Romania

“Direct contact of umbilical cord blood endothelial progenitors with living cardiac tissue is a prerequisite for vascular tube-like structures formation”
Mara Pitulescu:

Max–Planck–Institute for Molecular Biomedicine, Münster, Germany

“The LIM domain protein Lmo2 regulates sprouting angiogenesis”



	16:10-16:30
	Coffee Break

	16:30-18:10
	Session 4: Tissue Engineering and Regeneration using Mesenchymal Stem Cells
Moderator: Irinel Popescu

Center of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, “Fundeni” Clinical Institute, Bucharest, Romania 

Razvan Iacob:
University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Carol Davila”, Bucharest, Romania

“Sequential expression of liver enriched transcription factors for hepatic differentiation of adult liver derived progenitor cells” 

Mihaela Chivu:

”Stefan S. Nicolau” Institute of Virology, Bucharest, Romania

“Directing human mesenchymal stem cells to express liver specific genes”

Irina Titorencu:

Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology “Nicolae Simionescu”, Bucharest, Romania

“Mesenchymal stem cells in osteobiology and bone regeneration”

Oana Gavriliuc:

“Victor Babes” University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Timisoara, Romania “Plasticity of human mesenchymal stem cells - In vitro assays”



	20:00
	Networking Event (organized by the Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology “Nicolae Simionescu” at the Scientists’ House)


Thursday, September 23rd, 2010


	9:30- 11:35
	Session 5: Prospects for cardiac regeneration I
Moderator: Nicanor Moldovan: 

Davis Heart and Lung Research Institute, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, USA

Catalin Toma: 

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Pittsburgh, USA
“Cardiovascular applications of mesenchymal stem cells”

Roland Adelmann  (funded from “RAMSES” FP7 project, No. 245691): 

Pediatric Cardiology Department, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany, and Institute for Neurophysiology, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany
“Fibroblasts support functional integration of purified embryonic stem cell-derived cardiomyocytes in avital myocardial tissue”

Kurt Pfannkuche (funded from “RAMSES” FP7 project, No. 245691):
Institute for Neurophysiology, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany
“Fibroblasts facilitate the engraftment of cardiomyocytes on collagen type I matrices”
Alexandrina Burlacu:

Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology “Nicolae Simionescu”, Bucharest, Romania

“Stem cell sources for myocardial regeneration”

Elisa Liehn:

Institute for Molecular Cardiovascular Research, Aachen, Germany

“Cell therapy in myocardial infarction: present and perspectives”



	11:35-12:00
	Coffee Break

	12:00-13:30
	Session 6: Embryology II
Moderator: Ioan Ovidiu Sirbu

Institute for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Ulm University, Ulm, Germany

Octavian Voiculescu:

University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom

“Embryo morphogenesis and patterning in higher vertebrates”

Adrian Salic:

Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA

“Mechanisms of signal transduction in the vertebrate Hedgehog pathway“

Ioan Ovidiu Sirbu / Octavian Voiculescu:

Institute for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Ulm University, Ulm, Germany / University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom

Future collaboration trends: “Proposal for the establishment of the Romanian Society of Embryology and Stem Cell Biology”

	13:30-14:30 
	Lunch Break

	14:30-15:30
	Poster Session


	15:30-16:30
	Special Session – Part I

“Criterii de evaluare a cercetarii in Romania pe domenii specifice” – Proiect FSE “Doctoratul in Scoli de Excelenta” 

Simona Dima

Center of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, “Fundeni” Clinical Institute, Bucharest, Romania

“Integration of Romanian cell therapy research in the European area of research and development”

Moderators: 

Irinel Popescu

Center of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, “Fundeni” Clinical Institute, Bucharest, Romania

Octavian Popescu 

”Babeş-Bolyai” University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania



	16:30-17:00
	Coffee Break

	17:00-18:00
	Special Session – Part II 

“Criterii de evaluare a cercetarii in Romania pe domenii specifice” – Proiect FSE “Doctoratul in Scoli de Excelenta”

Moderators: 

Octavian Popescu 

”Babeş-Bolyai” University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania 



	20:00
	Networking Event (organized under the auspices of the Romanian President)



* Due to the international participation, the workshop Program and Abstracts have been typed in English. 
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